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Attachment 1 

 
Authorization and Eligibility Requirements 

1) Authorizing Documentation (City Resolution).  Please see Figure 1 on Page 2. 
 

2) Eligible Applicant Documentation: 

a. Is the applicant a local agency as defined in Appendix B of the Guidelines? Please 
explain.  The City of Rancho Palos Verdes is a city, and therefore a local agency as 
defined in Appendix B of the Guidelines. 

b. What is the statutory or other legal authority under which the applicant was formed 
and is authorized to operate?  The City of Rancho Palos Verdes is a California municipal 
corporation organized and existing under the laws of the state of California.   

c. Does the applicant have legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the State 
of California?   Yes. 

d. Describe any legal agreements among partner agencies and/or organizations that 
ensure performance of the Proposal and tracking of funds.  The City of Rancho Palos 
Verdes is the sole applicant for the proposal. 

3) GWMP Compliance.  Proposal does not contain a groundwater management or recharge 
project. Justification is as follows:   The San Ramon Canyon Stormwater Flood Reduction Project 
does not contain a groundwater management or recharge project, nor does it have potential to 
impact groundwater, either positively or negatively.  Currently, and especially during moderate 
to severe rain events, the canyon conveys stormwater runoff generated from the upstream 
tributary watershed approximately 3,300 feet downstream where it overwhelms the storm 
drain inlet system at PVDS/25th Street.  The “first flush” of these storms is usually absorbed into 
the streambed until the ground is saturated.  Subsequent and heavier flows are generally 
conveyed to the storm drain inlet, or onto the adjacent roadway at PVDS/25th Street, where the 
water sits until the storm drain system can collect and convey it to the ocean.  The project will 
still allow “first flush” and low flows (both dry and wet weather) to be absorbed into the 
streambed as its capacity will allow.  Heavier flows will be intercepted higher in the watershed 
and conveyed directly to the ocean, reducing the volume of flow entering into the existing, 
overwhelmed system.  The steep topography in the canyon does not allow long retention times 
in the streambed.  It is not anticipated collecting water higher in the watershed and conveying 
by a different pipe will significantly influence the infiltration volumes in the canyon since these 
diverted flows typically result after saturation is reached. 

4) Consistency with an adopted IRWM Plan.  The San Ramon Canyon Stormwater Flood Reduction 
Project was added post adoption by the Greater Los Angeles Area Region (GLAC) IRWMP on 
March 23, 2011.  The GLAC IRWM Plan notes that the identification and submission of new 
projects is on an ongoing basis. Project prioritization starts at the Sub-regional Steering 
Committee Level and is approved by the Leadership Committee.   Please see Adoption E-Mail 
(Figure 2) on Page 4, and Meeting Minutes (Figure 3) on Pages 5-10.  The San Ramon Canyon 
Stormwater Flood Reduction Project is consistent with the goals and objectives of the GLAC 
IRWM Plan as noted in Table 1 on Page 11. 
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Figure 1. City of Rancho Palos Verdes Resolution. 
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Figure 2. GLAC IRWMP Adoption E-Mail. 
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Figure 3.  GLAC IRWMP Meeting Minutes. 
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Table 1 
Goals & Objectives 

Greater Los Angeles County Region IRWMP San Ramon Canyon Stormwater  
Flood Reduction Project 

 Improve Water Quality. Comply with water 
quality regulations by improving the quality of 
urban and stormwater runoff to reduce or 
eliminate impairment of the designated 
beneficial uses of rivers, creeks, beaches, and 
other bodies of water in the Region.  

 The proposed project will improve water 
quality by diverting moderate to heavy 
“clear water” runoff upstream of highly-
erosive areas to reduce erosion and 
minimizing debris transport.  This “clear 
water” will flow directly to the ocean in a 
buried pipeline.  It also will provide for a 
low flow bypass to direct smaller flows 
and “first flush” through the restored 
streambed in the canyon, taking 
advantage of infiltration and biologic 
pollutant uptake available in a riparian 
system.

 Enhance Habitat. Protect, restore and 
enhance natural processes and habitats.   

 The proposed project will enhance 
habitat by restoring and protecting the 
existing streambed and the surrounding 
ecosystem, providing riparian habitat 
along the previously-scoured canyon floor. 

 
 Maintain and enhance public infrastructure 

related to flood protection, water resources 
and water quality. Support projects that 
propose to: 1) reduce runoff via onsite best 
management practices (BMPs); 2) capture and 
treat urban and stormwater runoff for 
treatment; 3) expand groundwater recharge; 
or 4) restore habitat, must also preserve or 
enhance existing flood protection levels. 

 The proposed project will enhance public 
infrastructure by managing stormwater 
runoff to reduce flood damage by 
substantially reducing the amount of flow 
being delivered to the existing, and 
frequently overwhelmed, storm drain at 
PVDS/25th Street.  This will diminish 
undercutting in the canyon to protect 
PVDE switchbacks and the adjacent sewer, 
and provide a much higher level of flood 
protection to PVDS/25th Street and the 
downstream community.   

 Enhance Open Space and Recreation.  
Increase watershed-friendly recreational space 
for all communities. 
 

 The proposed project will enhance open 
space and recreation by restoring the 
natural area above the cut and cover 
portion of the pipeline. The City will 
restore and improve the casual trail that 
exists from this location to the bluff top, 
creating a “gateway” to this open space 
parcel.   The City is also in the process of 
evaluating the development of a trail 
through the project area to connect 
Shoreline Park with Friendship Park. 
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 Improve Water Supply. Optimize local water 
resources to reduce the Region’s reliance on 
imported Water. 

Not applicable. 

 
 


